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(57) ABSTRACT

A chip package includes an optical integrated circuit (such as
a hybrid integrated circuit) and an integrated circuit that are
adjacent to each other on the same side of a substrate in the
chip package. The integrated circuit includes electrical cir-
cuits, such as memory or a processor, and the optical inte-
grated circuit communicates optical signals with very high
bandwidth. In addition, an input/output (I/O) integrated cir-
cuit is coupled to the optical integrated circuit between the
substrate and the optical integrated circuit. This 1/O inte-
grated circuit includes high-speed I/O circuits and energy-
efficient driver and receiver circuits and communicates with
optical devices on the optical integrated circuit. By integrat-
ing the optical integrated circuit, the integrated circuit and the
1/O integrated circuit in close proximity, the chip package
may facilitate improved performance compared to chip pack-
ages with electrical interconnects.
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HYBRID INTEGRATED PHOTONIC CHIP
PACKAGE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of, and hereby claims
priority under 35 U.S.C §120 to, pending U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 14/047,918, entitled “Hybrid-Integrated Pho-
tonic Chip Package,” by inventors Hiren D. Thacker, Ashok V.
Krishnamoorthy, Robert David Hopkins II, Jon Lexau,
Ronald Ho, and John E. Cunningham, filed 7 Oct. 2013.

GOVERNMENT LICENSE RIGHTS

This invention was made with United States government
support under Agreement No. HR0011-08-9-0001 awarded
by DARPA. The United States government has certain rights
in the invention.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present disclosure generally relates to a chip package
that accommodates semiconductor chips. More specifically,
the present disclosure relates to a hybrid-integrated chip
package that includes a substrate with adjacent payload and
photonic chips.

2. Related Art

As integrated-circuit (IC) technology continues to scale to
smaller critical dimensions, it is increasingly difficult for
existing interconnection technologies to provide suitable
communication characteristics, such as: high bandwidth, low
power, reliability and low cost. Engineers and researchers are
investigating a variety of interconnect technologies to address
these problems, and to enable future high-density, high-per-
formance systems.

One interconnect technology to address these challenges,
which is the subject of ongoing research, is optical commu-
nication. In principle, optical communication can be used to
communicate large amounts of data. However, while photo-
nic technologies based on vertical cavity surface-emitting
lasers (VCSELs) and optical fibers are typically a convenient
and cost-effective solution to communicate modest amounts
of'data in certain parts of systems (such as between racks and,
in certain cases, between boards within a rack), it is often
difficult to scale these photonic components to meet the band-
width, size, and power requirements of input/output (I/O)
interfaces for future chips.

Alternatively, optical interconnects or links based on sili-
con photonics are attractive candidates for interconnect tech-
nology because they can be readily scaled on optical inte-
grated circuits. However, it can be difficult to integrate optical
integrated circuits with conventional integrated circuits in
existing chip packages.

Hence, what is needed is a chip package that does not suffer
from the above-described problems.

SUMMARY

One embodiment of the present disclosure provides a chip
package that includes: an integrated circuit having a front
surface with integrated-circuit connector pads; integrated-
circuit electrical connectors electrically coupled to the inte-
grated-circuit connector pads; a substrate having a top sur-
face, facing the front surface, with first substrate connector
pads electrically coupled to the integrated-circuit electrical
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2

connectors, and second substrate connector pads; and optical-
integrated-circuit electrical connectors electrically coupled to
the second substrate connector pads. Moreover, the chip
package includes an optical integrated circuit having a front
surface, facing the top surface, with optical-integrated-circuit
connector pads electrically coupled to the optical-integrated-
circuit electrical connectors, where the optical integrated cir-
cuit is proximate to the integrated circuit on a same side ofthe
substrate, and the optical integrated circuit communicates
optical signals. Furthermore, the chip package includes an
input/output (I/O) integrated circuit between the front surface
of the optical integrated circuit and the top surface of the
substrate, where the I/O integrated circuit is coupled to the
optical integrated circuit, and the I/O integrated circuit con-
tains high-speed I/O circuits as well as energy-efficient driver
and receiver circuits to communicate with the optical devices
on the optical integrated circuit. It may also serialize/deseri-
alize data

Note that the integrated circuit may be adjacent to the
optical integrated circuit.

Additionally, the substrate includes: third substrate con-
nector pads disposed on a bottom surface on an opposite side
of the substrate from the top surface; and through-substrate
vias (TSVs) electrically coupling the first substrate connector
pads to the third substrate connector pads, and the second
substrate connector pads to the third substrate connector pads.
The TSVs may convey power and ground to the integrated
circuit and the optical integrated circuit.

In some embodiments, the chip package includes a ramp-
stack chip package electrically coupled to the third substrate
connector pads, where the ramp-stack chip package includes
multiple parallel substrates arranged at an oblique angle rela-
tive to the bottom surface. Moreover, the third substrate con-
nector pads may have a lower pitch than a pitch of the first
substrate connector pads and a pitch of the second substrate
connector pads.

Moreover, the optical integrated circuit may include: ramp-
stack connector pads disposed on a back surface on an oppo-
site side of the optical integrated circuit from the front sur-
face; TSVs electrically coupling the optical-integrated-
circuit connector pads to the ramp-stack connector pads;
ramp-stack electrical connectors electrically coupled to the
ramp-stack connector pads; and the ramp-stack chip package
electrically coupled to the ramp-stack electrical connectors,
where the ramp-stack chip package includes the multiple
parallel substrates arranged at the oblique angle relative to the
back surface.

Furthermore, the I/O integrated circuit may communicate
with the integrated circuit via the substrate.

Additionally, the chip package may include an optical fiber
edge coupled to the optical integrated circuit. Alternatively,
the chip package may include an optical fiber vertically
coupled to the optical integrated circuit. For example, the
optical fiber may be coupled to the front surface of the optical
integrated circuit and/or the optical fiber may be coupled to
the back surface of the optical integrated circuit on the oppo-
site side of the optical integrated circuit from the front surface
of the optical integrated circuit.

In some embodiments, the chip package includes an optical
source between the optical integrated circuit and the sub-
strate, where the optical source is optically coupled to the
front surface of the optical integrated circuit.

Note that the substrate may include: a ceramic, an organic
material, a glass, and/or a semiconductor.



US 9,256,026 B2

3

Moreover, the chip package may include a thermal-cooling
mechanism on a back surface of the integrated circuit on an
opposite side of the integrated circuit from the front surface of
the integrated circuit.

Furthermore, the chip package may include an interposer
between the front surface of the integrated circuit and the top
surface of the substrate.

Another embodiment provides a system that includes a
processor, a memory coupled to the processor and the chip
package.

Another embodiment provides a method for communicat-
ing electrical signals between the integrated circuit and the
optical integrated circuit. During the method, the electrical
signals are conveyed from the integrated-circuit connector
pads on the front surface of the integrated circuit to the first
substrate connector pads on the top surface of the substrate
via the integrated-circuit electrical connectors, where the
front surface faces the top surface. Then, the electrical signals
are conveyed via traces disposed on the substrate, where the
traces electrically couple the first substrate connector pads
and the second substrate connector pads on the top surface.
Moreover, the electrical signals are conveyed from the second
substrate connector pads to the optical-integrated-circuit con-
nector pads on the front surface of the optical integrated
circuit via the optical-integrated-circuit electrical connectors,
where the front surface of the optical integrated circuit faces
the top surface, and the optical integrated circuit is proximate
to the integrated circuit on the same side of the substrate.
Next, the electrical signals are communicated from the front
surface of the optical integrated circuit to the I/O integrated
circuit between the front surface of the optical integrated
circuit and the substrate. Furthermore, the electrical signals
and/or optical signals are communicated with optical devices
of the optical integrated circuit using the 1/O integrated cir-
cuit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a side view of a chip
package in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a side view of a chip
package in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a side view of a chip
package in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a side view of a chip
package in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating a side view of a chip
package in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a top view of a
multi-chip module (MCM) in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a side view of a chip
package in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a side view of a chip
package in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a side view of a chip
package in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure.
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FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating a system that
includes a chip package in accordance with an embodiment of
the present disclosure.

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for com-
municating electrical signals between an integrated circuit
and an optical integrated circuit in accordance with an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

Note that like reference numerals refer to corresponding
parts throughout the drawings. Moreover, multiple instances
of'the same part are designated by a common prefix separated
from an instance number by a dash.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of a chip package, a system that includes the
chip package, and a technique for communicating electrical
signals between an integrated circuit and an optical integrated
circuit in the chip package are described. This chip package
includes an optical integrated circuit (such as a hybrid inte-
grated circuit) and an integrated circuit, which are adjacent to
each other on the same side of a substrate in the chip package.
The integrated circuit includes electrical circuits, such as
memory or a processor, and the optical integrated circuit
communicates optical signals with very high bandwidth. In
addition, an input/output (I/O) integrated circuit is coupled to
the optical integrated circuit between the substrate and the
optical integrated circuit. This I/O integrated circuit serializes
and deserializes data in the electrical signals communicated
between the integrated circuit and the optical integrated cir-
cuit.

By integrating the optical integrated circuit, the integrated
circuit and the I/O integrated circuit in close proximity, the
chip package may facilitate improved performance compared
to chip packages with electrical interconnects. In particular,
the chip package may provide multi-terabit per second optical
communication in conjunction with high-performance elec-
trical circuits. In this way, the chip package may meet the
escalating demands of off-chip bandwidth, while providing
higher bandwidth density and improved energy efficiency
compared to electrical interconnects.

We now describe the chip package. Hybrid integration is a
pragmatic approach that allows silicon photonic devices and
VLSI circuits to be combined. The chip package described
here contains hybrid-integrated electronic-photonic ele-
ments, where the electronics and photonics have been built on
individually optimized technology platforms and then
bonded together using a low-parasitic flip-chip-assembly
technique, such as thermocompression or reflow bonding.

FIG. 1 presents a block diagram illustrating a side view of
a chip package 100, such as a wavelength-division-multiplex-
ing photonic input/output (I/O)-enabled hybrid-integrated
chip package. In chip package 100, integrated circuit 110
(such as a switch chip or a high-performance processor that
requires ultrahigh off-chip bandwidth, and which is some-
times referred to as a ‘payload IC”) may be flip-chip bonded
to substrate 118. In particular, chip package 100 includes:
integrated circuit 110 having a surface 112 with integrated-
circuit connector pads 114; integrated-circuit electrical con-
nectors 116 electrically coupled to integrated-circuit connec-
tor pads 114; a substrate 118 having a surface 120, facing
surface 112, with substrate connector pads 122 electrically
coupled to integrated-circuit electrical connectors 116, and
substrate connector pads 124; and optical-integrated-circuit
electrical connectors 126 electrically coupled to substrate
connector pads 124. For example, substrate 118 may include:
a ceramic, an organic material, a glass, and/or a semiconduc-
tor.
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Moreover, chip package 100 includes an optical integrated
circuit 128-1 (which is sometimes referred to as a ‘photonic
bridge chip’ or a ‘photonic IC”) having a surface 130, facing
surface 120, with optical-integrated-circuit connector pads
132 electrically coupled to optical-integrated-circuit electri-
cal connectors 126, where optical integrated circuit 128-1 is
proximate to integrated circuit 110 on a same side of substrate
118, and optical integrated circuit 128-1 communicates opti-
cal signals. As shown in FIG. 1, optical integrated circuit
128-1 is adjacent to integrated circuit 110. In an exemplary
embodiment, optical integrated circuit 128-1 is fabricated on
a silicon-on-insulator substrate and includes optical compo-
nents, such as optical waveguides, modulators, photodetec-
tors, etc.

Furthermore, chip package 100 includes an I/O integrated
circuit 134 between surfaces 120 and 130, where 1/O inte-
grated circuit 134 is coupled to optical integrated circuit
128-1, and /O integrated circuit 134 serializes/deserializes
data in the electrical signals. For example, VLSI 1/O inte-
grated circuit 134 may be hybrid integrated onto a physically
larger optical integrated circuit 128-1 and, in addition to
interfacing optical integrated circuit 128-1 with energy-effi-
cient photonic driver and receiver circuits, [/O integrated
circuit 134 may serialize/deserialize data. Thus, /O inte-
grated circuit 134 may accept parallel data from integrated
circuit 110, serialize the data and encode the data onto a
photonic-modulator driver signal. Conversely, I/O integrated
circuit 134 may accept serial electrical data from the photo-
detectors on optical integrated circuit 128-1, and may convert
the electrical data into parallel inputs to transmit electrically
to integrated circuit 110. However, other combinations of
serial or parallel data transmission may also be used. In some
embodiments, the integrated circuit-I/O integrated circuit
interface consists of a multiple moderate-speed electrical
links (e.g., 1-5 Gbps per channel), whereas the /O integrated
circuit-optical integrated circuit interface may include a
smaller number of high-speed serial links (e.g., greater than
14 Gbps per channel).

Note that the hybrid integration may be achieved using a
flip-chip attachment technique using thermocompression or
reflow-bonded microbump technology. The bump and hybrid
bond-pad sizes may be designed to minimize parasitic capaci-
tance. The hybrid-integrated VLSI I/O integrated circuit 134
may be surrounded by a field of C4-type solder interconnects
(e.g., C4 bumps, lead-free bumps, copper-pillar bumps, etc.).
Consequently, /O integrated circuit 134 may need to be
thinned down to be shorter than the height of the collapsed C4
bumps to prevent interference with subsequent assembly of
the hybrid component to substrate 118. Alternatively, com-
pliant, rematable interconnects may be used instead of
C4-type interconnects.

Moreover, hybrid-integrated optical integrated circuit
128-1 may be flip-chip attached adjacent to integrated circuit
110 with a small or minimal gap between the two to minimize
the electrical chip-to-chip interconnect wire length. Inte-
grated circuit 110 may also be flip-chip attached to substrate
118. In general, the density of flip-chip interconnects may
ultimately be constrained by physical limitations in the pack-
age-substrate manufacturing process.

As described further below with reference to FIG. 11, I/O
integrated circuit 134 may communicate with integrated cir-
cuit 110 via substrate 118. In particular, substrate 118 may
include: substrate connector pads 136 disposed on a surface
138 on an opposite side of substrate 118 from surface 120;
and through-substrate vias (TSVs) 140 electrically coupling
substrate connector pads 122 to substrate connector pads 136,
and substrate connector pads 124 to substrate connector pads
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136. In addition, substrate 118 may include multiple layers of
wiring on surfaces 120 and 138 for signal and power ground
routing, as well as redistribution. Therefore, TSVs 140 may
convey power and ground to integrated circuit 110 and optical
integrated circuit 128-1, and optical integrated circuit 128-1
may convey power and ground to I/O integrated circuit 134.

During operation, integrated circuit 110 may communicate
with I/O integrated circuit 134 via wiring on substrate 118,
and on-chip wiring on optical integrated circuit 128-1. These
electrical signals may also traverse two off-chip interconnects
and microbump. Thus, the electrical signals may go from:
integrated circuit 110 to substrate 118 via integrated-circuit
electrical connectors 116; substrate 118 to optical integrated
circuit 128-1 via optical-integrated-circuit electrical connec-
tors 126; and optical integrated circuit 128-1 to I/O integrated
circuit 134 via the microbumps. While this communication
may involve a large number of moderate-speed rated off-chip
interconnects on integrated circuit 110 and optical integrated
circuit 128-1, this configuration minimizes the wire-length of
ultrahigh speed electrical signals between the I/O integrated
circuit 134 and optical integrated circuit 128-1.

A portion of optical integrated circuit 128-1 may extend
beyond an edge of substrate 118. As shown in FIG. 1, and
described further below with reference to FIGS. 2-4, this
configuration may provide physical space for attachment of at
least one optical fiber 142 to optical integrated circuit 128-1
(more may be used depending on the bandwidth require-
ments). This optical fiber may carry high-speed optical sig-
nals to and from chip package 100.

In particular, optical fiber 142 may be vertically coupled to
surface 130 of optical integrated circuit 128-1. Alternatively,
as shown in FIG. 2, which presents a block diagram illustrat-
ing a side view of a chip package 200, optical fiber 142 may
be vertically coupled to surface 144 of optical integrated
circuit 128-1 on the opposite side of optical integrated circuit
128-1 from surface 130.

Alternatively, optical fiber 142 may be edge coupled to
optical integrated circuit 128-1. For example, as shown in
FIG. 3, which presents a block diagram illustrating a side
view of a chip package 300, optical fiber 142 may be edge
coupled to surface 130 of optical integrated circuit 128-1
and/or optical fiber 142 may be edge coupled to surface 144.
This latter configuration is shown in FIG. 4, which presents a
block diagram illustrating a side view of a chip package 400.

When optical fiber 142 is coupled to surface 144, optical
integrated circuit 128-1 may include additional elements,
such as minors, lenses and/or through optical vias (with or
without an optically transmissive material). This configura-
tion may leave surface 130 clear for attachment to substrate
118 and underfill. In addition, optical integrated circuit 128-1
and optical fiber 142 may not have to be pre-assembled.

Optical fiber 142 (or another dedicated optical fiber) may
be used to bring in light from an off-package optical source
(e.g., one or more lasers). Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 5,
which presents a block diagram illustrating a side view of a
chip package 500, an optional optical source or gain material
510 may be included between optical integrated circuit 128-1
and substrate 118. For example, optional optical source 510
may be optically coupled to surface 130 of optical integrated
circuit 128-1. In this case, optional optical source 510 may be
thinner than the surrounding C4-type bumps.

In some embodiments, chip package 500 includes an
optional thermal-cooling mechanism 512 on a surface 514 of
integrated circuit 110 on an opposite side of integrated circuit
110 from surface 112. This optional thermal-cooling mecha-
nism may include a heat sink. Moreover, optional thermal-
cooling mechanism 512 may also extend to (back-side) sur-
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face 144 of optical integrated circuit 128-1. Furthermore, the
heat sink may have some topology if the chips have different
heights. If optical fiber 142 interfaces with surface 144, it may
share space with optional thermal-cooling mechanism 512. In
addition, in embodiments with optional optical source 510,
chip package 500 may include an appropriate thermal-man-
agement technique for optional optical source 510.

In order to maximize the number of oft-chip data channels,
and therefore the bandwidth, multiple optical integrated cir-
cuits 128 may be placed adjacent to each edge of integrated
circuit 110. This is illustrated in FIG. 6, which presents a
block diagram illustrating a top view of a multi-chip module
(MCM) 600.

In an exemplary embodiment, MCM 600 is assembled by
attaching the optional optical source using hybrid bonding or
a fusion process. Then, the I/O integrated circuit may be
hybrid integrated with optical integrated circuits 128 using
fine-pitch microbumps. Moreover, integrated circuit 110 and
optical integrated circuits 128 may be coupled to substrate
118 using C4-type interconnects. Furthermore, ball-grid-ar-
ray interconnects may be coupled to surface 138 (FIG. 1) so
substrate 118 can be attached to a printed-circuit board. Addi-
tionally, the optical fibers may be optically coupled to optical
integrated circuits 128.

In some embodiments, the chip package includes low-
latency, high-bandwidth interconnections to banks of high-
density memory. This is shown in FIG. 7, which presents a
block diagram illustrating a side view of a chip package 700
that includes a ramp-stack chip package 710 electrically
coupled to substrate connector pads 136, where ramp-stack
chip package 710 includes multiple parallel substrates
arranged at an oblique angle 712 relative to surface 138. (For
example, there may be as many as 80 substrates in ramp-stack
chip package 710.) Moreover, substrate connector pads 136
may have a lower pitch than a pitch of substrate connector
pads 122 and/or a pitch of substrate connector pads 124 in
FIG. 1). Furthermore, integrated circuit 110 may be coupled
to ramp-stack chip package 710 by TSVs 140 and flip-chip
interconnects.

Note that ramp-stack chip package 710 may increase
memory and interconnect capacity in chip package 700.
While ramp-stack chip package 710 is used as an illustration
in FIG. 7, in other embodiments memory stacks fabricated
using other techniques, such as stacked with TSVs or
assembled as vertical chips, are used.

In contrast with chip package 100 in FIG. 1, integrated
circuit 110 is coupled to substrate 118 in chip package 700,
and optical integrated circuit 128-1 is hybrid integrated onto
integrated circuit 110. Note that optical integrated circuit
128-1 may include wavelength-division-multiplexing optical
devices, and integrated circuit 110 may include optical-de-
vice driver and receiver circuits, as well as memory-controller
circuitry. Moreover, chip package 700 may be constructed
such that there is a point-to-point relationship between
memory-control I/Os on integrated circuit 110 and 1/Os of
memory chips in ramp-stack chip package 710.

While not shown in FIG. 7, surface 120 may include inter-
connects (such as a ball-grid array) for assembling chip pack-
age 700 onto a printed-circuit board. Therefore, chips
mounted on these interconnects may need to be thinner than
the height of these interconnects.

In some embodiments, ramp-stack chip package 710 and
optical integrated circuit 128-1 are thermally managed from
the top-side of chip package 700. For example, a thermal-
interface material may contact a heat-spreading feature on the
mating printed-circuit board.
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Inanother configuration, hybrid integration is used to bring
photonic 1/Os directly to a memory stack. This is shown in
FIG. 8, which presents a block diagram illustrating a side
view of a chip package 800 that includes: ramp-stack connec-
tor pads 810 disposed on surface 144; TSVs 812 electrically
coupling optical-integrated-circuit connector pads 132 to
ramp-stack connector pads 810; ramp-stack electrical con-
nectors 814 electrically coupled to ramp-stack connector
pads 810; and ramp-stack chip package 710 electrically
coupled to ramp-stack electrical connectors 814, where
ramp-stack chip package 710 includes the multiple parallel
substrates arranged at an oblique angle 712 relative to surface
144.

In FIG. 8, surface 112 of integrated circuit 110 is coupled
to surface 130 of optical integrated circuit 128-1. For
example, integrated circuit 110 may be flip-chip bonded to
optical integrated circuit 128-1 and integrated circuit 110 may
be thinned down to a height that is less than the height or
thickness of the flip-chip interconnects between optical inte-
grated circuit 128-1 an substrate 118. In some embodiments,
chip package 800 includes one or more additional instances
of the integrated circuit, such as optional integrated circuit
816. These additional instances may increase the memory
density and access in chip package 800.

FIG. 9 presents a block diagram illustrating a side view of
a chip package 900. In this chip package, ramp-stack chip
package 710 is electrically coupled to one side of interposer
910, and integrated circuit 110 is coupled to the other side of
interposer 910. Note that integrated circuit 110 is coupled to
ramp-stack chip package 710 by TSVs 912 in interposer 910
(or through-glass vias if interposer 910 includes glass). These
TSVs may have widths of 50-200 um. Moreover, surface 112
of integrated circuit 110 is coupled to surface 130 of optical
integrated circuit 128-1. However, multiple memory stacks
and/or optical integrated circuits may be coupled to inter-
poser 910 to increase memory and interconnect capacity.

Interposer 910 may support dense redistribution wiring
layers on one or both sides to allow for physical transforma-
tion of pad/bump pitch between the two sides of interposer
910. In general, the integrated-circuit side of interposer 910
may have a much tighter pad pitch than the chip-package side.
Furthermore, interposer 910 may be made of silicon, a glass,
a ceramic and/or an organic material having a coefficient of
thermal expansion that is very close to that of silicon. This
feature may provide the thermo-mechanical latitude to use
shorter and higher-density bumps on chips, but also to allow
the chips to be bonded very close together.

Interposer 910 may also include flip-chip interconnects to
assemble the entire subcomponent onto a package substrate
or printed-circuit board. Therefore, chips mounted on the
same side as the flip-chip interconnects (C4, copper pillars,
etc.) may need to be thinner than the height of these intercon-
nects.

In some embodiments, ramp-stack chip package 710 and
optical integrated circuit 128-1 are thermally managed from
the top-side of chip package 900. For example, a thermal-
interface material may contact a heat-spreading feature on the
mating printed-circuit board.

Embodiments of the chip package may be used in a wide
variety of applications. FIG. 10 presents a block diagram
illustrating a system 1000 that includes a chip package 1010,
such as one of the preceding embodiments of the chip pack-
age. This system may include an optional processor 1012
and/or an optional memory 1014, which may be coupled to
each other and chip package 1010 by a bus (not shown). Note
that optional processor (or processor core) 1012 may support
parallel processing and/or multi-threaded operation.
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Optional memory 1014 in system 1000 may include vola-
tile memory and/or non-volatile memory. More specifically,
optional memory 1014 may include: ROM, RAM, EPROM,
EEPROM, flash, one or more smart cards, one or more mag-
netic disc storage devices, and/or one or more optical storage
devices. Moreover, optional memory 1014 may store an oper-
ating system that includes procedures (or a set of instructions)
for handling various basic system services for performing
hardware-dependent tasks. Moreover, optional memory 1014
may also store communications procedures (or a set of
instructions) in a communication module. These communi-
cation procedures may be used for communicating with one
or more computers, devices and/or servers, including com-
puters, devices and/or servers that are remotely located with
respect to the system 1000.

Furthermore, optional memory 1014 may also include one
or more program modules (or sets of instructions). Note that
the one or more program modules may constitute a computer-
program mechanism. Instructions in the various modules in
optional memory 1014 may be implemented in: a high-level
procedural language, an object-oriented programming lan-
guage, and/or in an assembly or machine language. The pro-
gramming language may be compiled or interpreted, i.e.,
configurable or configured, to be executed by optional pro-
cessor (or processor core) 1012.

System 1000 may include, but is not limited to: a server, a
laptop computer, a communication device or system, a per-
sonal computer, a work station, a mainframe computer, a
blade, an enterprise computer, a data center, a portable-com-
puting device, a tablet computer, a cellular telephone, a super-
computer, a network-attached-storage (NAS) system, a stor-
age-area-network (SAN) system, an electronic device, and/or
another electronic computing device.

Note that embodiments of the chip package may be used in
a variety of applications, including: VLSI circuits, commu-
nication systems (such as in wavelength division multiplex-
ing), storage area networks, data centers, networks (such as
local area networks), memory systems and/or computer sys-
tems (such as multiple-core processor computer systems).
For example, the chip package may be included in a back-
plane that is coupled to multiple processor blades, or the chip
package may couple different types of components (such as
processors, memory, input/output devices, and/or peripheral
devices). Thus, the chip package may perform the functions
of: a switch, a hub, a bridge, and/or a router.

In general, system 1000 may be at one location or may be
distributed over multiple, geographically dispersed locations.
Moreover, some or all of the functionality of system 1000
may be implemented in one or more application-specific inte-
grated circuits (ASICs) and/or one or more digital signal
processors (DSPs). Furthermore, functionality in the preced-
ing embodiments may be implemented more in hardware and
less in software, or less in hardware and more in software, as
is known in the art.

The preceding embodiments may include fewer compo-
nents or additional components. For example, components in
the chip package may be electrically coupled to each other
using proximity-communication (PxC) connectors on sur-
faces of'the components, such as: capacitive PxC connectors,
inductive PxC connectors, conductive PxC connectors, and/
or optical PxC connectors. Alternatively or additionally, the
connectors may include compression-compliant microspring
connectors. Moreover, components or features in one in
embodiment may be used in another of the embodiments.

The chip package may also include additional features that
facilitate assembly and that may help maintain in-plane (XY)
alignment of components. In particular, components (such as
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integrated circuit 110 and/or optical integrated circuit 128-1
in FIG. 1) may be mechanically coupled to substrate 118 in
FIG. 1 by pairs of negative features on surfaces and positive
features that mate with the corresponding pairs of negative
features. For example, the negative features may include pits
that are recessed below surfaces 112, 120 and 130 in FIG. 1,
and the positive features may include spherical balls that mate
with the negative features (such as a ball-and-etch-pit struc-
ture), thereby aligning the components. (Alternatively or
additionally, alignment in the chip package may be facilitated
using positive features on surfaces 112, 120 and 130 in FIG.
1, where these positive features protrude above these sur-
faces). In some embodiments, the pairs of negative features
are proximate to corners of the components.

As noted above, mating the negative features and the posi-
tive features can provide highly accurate self-alignment in the
XY plane of the components, as well as coplanarity control
during assembly. For example, the alignment over surfaces
112,120 and/or 130 in FIG. 1 may be within 1 um in the XY
plane.

In some embodiments, components in the chip package are
permanently attached after remateable alignment, for
example, by using a post-alignment technique to permanently
fix the chip-to-chip alignment. In particular, solder may be
partially melted or reflowed at an elevated temperature to fuse
components in the chip package to create a more permanent
bond. However, in other embodiments, components in the
chip package are remateably coupled, thereby facilitating
rework of the chip package.

Moreover, although the chip package and the system are
illustrated as having a number of discrete items, these
embodiments are intended to be functional descriptions of the
various features that may be present rather than structural
schematics of the embodiments described herein. Conse-
quently, in these embodiments, two or more components may
be combined into a single component and/or a position of one
or more components may be changed. Furthermore, features
in two or more of the preceding embodiments may be com-
bined with one another.

Note that surfaces on components should be understood to
include surfaces of substrates or surfaces of layers deposited
on these substrates (such as a dielectric layer deposited on a
substrate). Additionally, note that components in the chip
package may be fabricated, and the chip package may be
assembled, using a wide variety of techniques, as is known to
one of skill in the art.

We now describe the method. FIG. 11 presents a flow
diagram illustrating a method 1100 for communicating elec-
trical signals between an integrated circuit and an optical
integrated circuit, such as an integrated circuit and an optical
integrated circuit in one of the preceding embodiments of the
chip package. During the method, the electrical signals are
conveyed from integrated-circuit connector pads on a front
surface of the integrated circuit to first substrate connector
pads on a surface of a substrate via the integrated-circuit
electrical connectors (operation 1110), where the front sur-
face faces the top surface. Then, the electrical signals are
conveyed via traces disposed on the substrate (operation
1112), where the traces electrically couple the first substrate
connector pads and second substrate connector pads on the
top surface. Moreover, the electrical signals are conveyed
from the second substrate connector pads on the surface to
optical-integrated-circuit connector pads on a front surface of
the optical integrated circuit via the optical-integrated-circuit
electrical connectors (operation 1114), where the front sur-
face of the optical integrated circuit faces the top surface, and
the optical integrated circuit is proximate to the integrated
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circuit on the same side of the substrate. Next, the electrical
signals are communicated from the front surface of the optical
integrated circuit to /O integrated circuit (operation 1116)
between the front surface of the optical integrated circuit and
the substrate. Furthermore, the electrical signals and/or opti-
cal signals are communicated with optical devices of the
optical integrated circuit (operation 1118) using the I/O inte-
grated circuit.

In some embodiments, method 1100 includes additional or
fewer operations. Moreover, the order of the operations may
be changed, and/or two or more operations may be combined
into a single operation.

In the preceding description, we refer to ‘some embodi-
ments.” Note that ‘some embodiments’ describes a subset of
all of the possible embodiments, but does not always specify
the same subset of embodiments.

The foregoing description is intended to enable any person
skilled in the art to make and use the disclosure, and is
provided in the context of a particular application and its
requirements. Moreover, the foregoing descriptions of
embodiments of the present disclosure have been presented
for purposes of illustration and description only. They are not
intended to be exhaustive or to limit the present disclosure to
the forms disclosed. Accordingly, many modifications and
variations will be apparent to practitioners skilled in the art,
and the general principles defined herein may be applied to
other embodiments and applications without departing from
the spirit and scope of the present disclosure. Additionally, the
discussion of the preceding embodiments is not intended to
limit the present disclosure. Thus, the present disclosure is not
intended to be limited to the embodiments shown, but is to be
accorded the widest scope consistent with the principles and
features disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A chip package, comprising:

an integrated circuit having a first surface with first inte-
grated-circuit connector pads and second integrated cir-
cuit connector pads;

optical-integrated-circuit electrical connectors electrically
coupled to the first integrated circuit connector pads;

an optical integrated circuit having a front surface, facing
the first surface of the integrated circuit, with optical-
integrated-circuit connector pads electrically coupled to
the optical-integrated-circuit electrical connectors,
wherein the optical integrated circuit is configured to
communicate optical signals;

substrate electrical connectors electrically coupled to the
second integrated-circuit connector pads;

a substrate having a front surface facing the first surface of
the integrated circuit, with substrate connector pads
electrically coupled to the substrate electrical connec-
tors;

wherein the substrate further includes, ramp-stack connec-
tor pads disposed on a back surface of the substrate on an
opposite side of the substrate from the front surface,
through-substrate vias (TSVs) electrically coupling the
substrate connector pads to the ramp-stack connector
pads,

ramp-stack electrical connectors electrically coupled to the
ramp-stack connector pads, and a ramp-stack chip package
electrically coupled to the ramp-stack electrical connectors,
wherein the ramp-stack chip package includes multiple par-
allel substrates arranged at an oblique angle relative to the
substrate.

2. The chip package of claim 1, wherein the chip package
further includes an optical fiber edge coupled to the optical
integrated circuit.
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3. The chip package of claim 1, wherein the chip package
further includes an optical fiber vertically coupled to the
optical integrated circuit.

4. The chip package of claim 1, wherein the optical fiber is
coupled to the front surface of the optical integrated circuit.

5. The chip package of claim 1, wherein the optical fiber is
coupled to a back surface of the optical integrated circuit on
anopposite side of the optical integrated circuit from the front
surface of the optical integrated circuit.

6. The chip package of claim 1, wherein the chip package
further includes an optical source that is optically coupled to
the optical integrated circuit.

7. The chip package of claim 1, wherein the substrate
includes one of: a ceramic, an organic material, a glass, and a
semiconductor.

8. A chip package, comprising:

an integrated circuit having a top surface with integrated-

circuit connector pads;

integrated-circuit  electrical connectors electrically

coupled to the integrated-circuit connector pads;

an optical integrated circuit having a front surface, facing

the top surface of the integrated circuit, with first optical-
integrated-circuit connector pads electrically coupled to
the integrated-circuit electrical connectors, and with
second optical-integrated-circuit connector pads electri-
cally coupled to substrate electrical connectors, wherein
the optical integrated circuit is configured to communi-
cate optical signals; and

a substrate having a top surface, facing the optical inte-

grated circuit, with substrate connector pads electrically
coupled to the substrate electrical connectors; wherein
the optical integrated circuit further includes, ramp-
stack connector pads disposed on a back surface of the
optical integrated circuit on an opposite side of the opti-
cal integrated circuit from the front surface of the optical
integrated circuit,

through-substrate vias (TSVs) electrically coupling the

first and second optical-integrated-circuit connector
pads to the ramp-stack connector pads, ramp-stack elec-
trical connectors electrically coupled to the ramp-stack
connector pads, and

a ramp-stack chip package electrically coupled to the

ramp-stack electrical connectors, wherein the ramp-
stack chip package includes multiple parallel substrates
arranged at an oblique angle relative to the back surface.

9. The chip package of claim 8, wherein the chip package
further includes an optical fiber edge coupled to the optical
integrated circuit.

10. The chip package of claim 8, wherein the chip package
further includes an optical fiber vertically coupled to the
optical integrated circuit.

11. The chip package of claim 10, wherein the optical fiber
is coupled to the front surface of the optical integrated circuit.

12. The chip package of claim 10, wherein the optical fiber
is coupled to the back surface of the optical integrated circuit.

13. The chip package of claim 8, wherein the chip package
further includes an optical source that is optically coupled to
the optical integrated circuit.

14. The chip package of claim 8, wherein the substrate
includes one of: a ceramic, an organic material, a glass, and a
semiconductor.

15. A chip package, comprising:

an integrated circuit having a top surface with first and

second integrated-circuit connector pads;

first integrated-circuit electrical connectors electrically

coupled to the first integrated-circuit connector pads;
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second integrated-circuit electrical connectors electrically
coupled to the second integrated-circuit connector pads;

an optical integrated circuit having a front surface facing
the top surface of the integrated circuit, with optical-
integrated-circuit connector pads electrically coupled to
the first integrated-circuit electrical connectors, wherein
the optical integrated circuit is configured to communi-
cate optical signals;

an interposer having a front surface facing the top surface
of the integrated circuit, with first interposer connector
pads electrically coupled to the second integrated-circuit
electrical connectors, and with second interposer con-
nector pads;

a substrate having a top surface, facing the front surface of
the interposer, with substrate connector pads electrically
coupled to substrate electrical connectors that are elec-
trically coupled to the second interposer connector pads;

wherein the interposer further includes, ramp-stack con-
nector pads disposed on a back surface of the interposer
on an opposite side of the interposer from the front
surface of the interposer, through-substrate vias (TSVs)
electrically coupling the first and second interposer con-
nector pads to the ramp-stack connector pads, ramp-
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stack electrical connectors electrically coupled to the
ramp-stack connector pads, and a ramp-stack chip pack-
age electrically coupled to the ramp-stack electrical con-
nectors, wherein the ramp-stack chip package includes
multiple parallel substrates arranged at an oblique angle
relative to the back surface.

16. The chip package of claim 15, wherein the chip pack-
age further includes an optical fiber edge coupled to the
optical integrated circuit.

17. The chip package of claim 15, wherein the chip pack-
age further includes an optical fiber vertically coupled to the
optical integrated circuit.

18. The chip package of claim 17, wherein the optical fiber
is coupled to the front surface of the optical integrated circuit.

19. The chip package of claim 17, wherein the optical fiber
is coupled to a back surface of the optical integrated circuit on
anopposite side of the optical integrated circuit from the front
surface of the optical integrated circuit.

20. The chip package of claim 15, wherein the chip pack-
age further includes an optical source that is optically coupled
to the optical integrated circuit.
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